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Guest
Editorial

WHERE ARE YOU? YOU ARE NEEDED!

In the early 1960s, the National Institute of Neurological
Diseases and Blindness (now the National Institute of Neu-
rological and Communicative Disorders and Stroke—
NINCDS) recognized the potential for the further development
of nervous-system imaging; this included anatomic and met-
abolic imaging and their applicability in research and clinical
care. In order to assist in the development of the academic
cadre needed for the training of personnel for this rapidly
evolving area of neuroscience, the institute established a
program of Neuroradiology Graduate Training Grants. The
grants provided not only financial support for academic train-
ing programs but also recognition that neuroradiology was a
distinct discipline. Twenty-five years later, we would agree
that neuroradiology has been successful and that the disci-
pline and techniques of CNS imaging are now well-established
parts of the clinical neuroscience scene.

However, neuroradiology has not yet adequately met one
of its important responsibilities—neuroscience research. If
one uses as an index the number of research-grant applica-
tions or research-career development applications received
by the NINCDS during the past 10 years, the number of
applications received from physicians trained in neuroradiol-
ogy is less than that received from any other clinical discipline
of NINCDS responsibility. We can speculate why this is true,
but the fact remains that neuroradiologic research interests
have appeared to focus primarily on improving the technology
and methodology of imaging, and have paid scant attention
to the use of neuroradiologic skills in the understanding of
neurologic function or dysfunction. To put it bluntly, neurora-
diology is in danger of giving away its responsibilities and
opportunities as part of the biomedical research scene other
than serving as participants in other people’s studies. | hope
this is not what neuroradiology wants.

The NINCDS does not have the responsibility for leadership
in neuroradiology. Nor does it have the responsibility for
recruiting or training neuroradiologic investigators. These are
properly the responsibility of the neuroradiologic community
and specifically of its academic units in medical colleges and
teaching hospitals. However, the NINCDS can be helpful in
providing financial assistance through its Institutional Re-
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search Training Grant Program for the conduct of institutional
research training programs in which neuroradiologic trainees
spend at least 2 years developing the research skills neces-
sary to be clinician investigators. In addition, a special
NINCDS award program providing 3 to 5 years of stipend
support for the development of neurologic clinician investi-
gators is being used effectively by other clinical disciplines to
assist in recruitment and training. The program is called the
NINCDS Clinical-Investigator Development Award, and it has
been markedly successful in that its graduates achieve a 70—
75% funding rate for competing research-project grant appli-
cations.

The neuroscience research community needs the unique
insights and skills that neuroradiology has to offer for under-
standing the nervous system and its disorders. Like neuro-
radiology, research is a skill that must be learned. The
NINCDS can be of assistance through its research training
programs in helping neuroradiologic trainees also become
clinical scientists. Surely there must be five to 10 young
neuroradiologists each year who are interested in learning
“why” as well as “how.” Where are they? We need them!

Murray Goldstein
National Institutes of Health
Bethesda, MD 20892



